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A Word from the Chair
Season’s Greetings to all Ale Drinkers!
It felt a bit odd to type that in the middle of
October, but as the ghosts and fireworks pass us
swiftly by, it will soon be time to sing and dance to
Wizard and Slade… badly.
But before Chesterfield and District CAMRA
Members can gorge themselves on brussels
sprouts and tangerines, there is one little task to
consider. It’s time to pick our pub of the year for
2020!
There is a new format for picking the winner(s)
this year. So please have a look in this issue for
details, pick out your favourite hostelries and get
voting!
Darren Siseman

Please send any letters, pub news or
articles to Nick James, the editor, at:

innspireeditor@chesterfieldcamra.co.uk
(DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:
MONDAY 17 DECEMBER)

Forthcoming CAMRA BRANCH MEETINGS
Thursday 7 November, 8pm: The Tapton Tup
(Tapton)
Thursday 5 December, 8pm: The Tap House
(Brampton)

Everyone is welcome!
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PUB NEWS…
HAY HOTEL, SHIRLAND
Re-opened after a complete re-fit
in December 2017, the Hay now
offers a range of three changing
real ales.

CROWN INN, HIGHAM
Planning permission for conversion to three
houses has been provisionally granted.
SPEEDWELL INN, STAVELEY
The Speedwell now opens at 12.30
on Saturdays - an ideal opportunity
for discerning drinkers to sample
excellent beer.
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Pubs giving CAMRA discount and other loyalty
type arrangements
Below is a list of pubs offering discount to CAMRA
members and other types of loyalty arrangements. If
you know of any we’ve not included please email us:
lensmith11@btinternet.com or mervyn994@btinternet.com
All Saints Tap (Chesterfield): 15% discount on production
of CAMRA membership card.
Brimming with Beer (Brimington): 50p per pint discount
on cask beer for CAMRA members every Wednesday.
Burlington (Chesterfield). 20p per pint discount on
production of CAMRA membership card.
Crafty Dog (Brampton): 20p per pint discount for CAMRA
members, plus a free pint when they sign up for a loyalty
card.
Derby Tup (Whittington Moor): 20p per pint, 10p per half,
discount for card carrying CAMRA members.
Glassworks (Whittington Moor): beer of the week at
£2.50.
Jaceys (Whittington Moor): 10p per pint and 5p per half
pint on production of current CAMRA membership card.
Lockoford Inn (Tapton). 10% discount on production of
CAMRA membership card.
Nags Head (Newbold): £2.30 per pint on Tuesday night;
15 pence per pint discount for CAMRA members.
Neptune (St Helens Street): 20 pence per pint discount on
production of CAMRA membership card.
Ours (Cresswell): buy a half, get it made up to a pint for
free on production of CAMRA membership card.
Peacock (Brampton): 20 pence per pint discount on cask
ales on Tuesdays.
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Pig and Pump (Chesterfield): 10 pence per pint, 5p per
half, discount for CAMRA members.
Rectory (Chesterfield): 20 pence per pint, 10 pence per
half on production of CAMRA membership card.
Rykneld Turnpike (Clay Cross): £2 per pint on selected
ales and Stowford Press cider, also selected gins with a
free measure of the house tonic on Tuesdays.
Shoulder of Mutton (Hallfieldgate): 10 pence per pint, 5
pence per half on production of CAMRA membership
card.
Smithy Pond (Wingerworth): 10% discount on production
of CAMRA membership card.
Tap House (Brampton): Three real ales reduced to £2 per
pint every Tuesday.
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Chesterfield and District Pub of the
Year 2020
Selection Process
·

Each Chesterfield CAMRA branch member nominates
up to three of what they consider the best pubs in the
‘Chesterfield’ category.

·

Each Chesterfield CAMRA branch member nominates
up to three of what they consider the best pubs in the
‘District’ category.

·

After the nomination vote closes, the top three from
each category are chosen as the finalists.

·

A panel of judges then visits and scores each of the
pubs.

·

The highest scoring pub is the Pub of the Year.

·

The highest scoring pub in the category not won by the
Pub of the Year is the category winner (i.e. ‘District’ or

‘Chesterfield’)
What pubs qualify as ‘Chesterfield’, and what
pubs qualify as ‘District’?
Chesterfield
Ashgate
Birdholme
Boythorpe
Brampton
Brimington
Calow
Chesterfield town centre
Hady
Hasland
Highbury
Hollingwood

Holymoorside
Loundsley Green
Newbold
Peveril
Sheepbridge
Spital
Tapton
Whittington ( Old, New
and Moor)
Wingerworth
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District
Any pub not in the ‘Chesterfield’ category but within the
Chesterfield CAMRA branch area qualifies as being in the
‘District’ category.

Map
The definitive map for pubs in the ‘Chesterfield’ category is
the blue travel zone on the Stagecoach Bus Map and
Network Guide for Chesterfield 2018. You can view this map
online by going to https://stagecoachbus.com/maps and
searching for ‘Chesterfield’.

How to Vote
Email the following information to

potyvotes@chesterfieldcamra.co.uk
Your name
Your CAMRA membership number
Up to three choices of pubs in the ‘Chesterfield’ category:
Pub; (e.g. Waving Arms); Location (e.g. Whittington Moor)

Up to three ‘District ‘choices
Pub (e.g. Stuck Inn); Location (e.g. Clay Cross)

ALL VOTES TO BE RECEIVED BY 25 NOVEMBER
2019
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Happy Landings at Munich Airport
If, like me, you don’t like flying and hate airports, the thought of
having to wait for a connection is unpleasant. Fortunately, not
all airports are the same.
In June last year, we had to wait for a couple of hours at
Munich Airport, where you can pass the time pleasantly at
Airbräu, the only ‘home brew’ pub I’ve heard of at an airport.
For what we paid at Manchester for underdone bacon,
overcooked egg and foul tea, here we had steak, pork knuckle,
dumplings and sausage as well as three litres of excellent beer.
It’s a welcoming place, quiet despite its location in the airport
terminal, and I can’t think of a better place to spend a few hours
waiting.
As its website says, “Welcome to Airbräu - the world's first
airport brewery! Enjoy Bavarian hospitality and genuine
Bavarian taste to the fullest in our famous restaurant or in
Europe's largest roofed beer garden.
The rustic Bavarian atmosphere attracts not only passengers.
Even for many visitors from the surrounding area the Airbräu is
a popular meeting place. Beneath our home-brewed beers,
there are a lot of Bavarian specialties on the menu. The
ingredients for our dishes are regional and seasonal”.
If you want more information, you can find it (in English) via
www.airbraeu.de
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Wheear 'as ta bin sin ah saw thee?
On Saturday 21st September, six happy souls le! Chesterﬁeld
sta#on to head for Ilkley. On arrival we were joined by another
member, and so it was that six gentlemen and one lady, every
one baht’at, proceeded to make the long trek (all of 10
minutes) to our ﬁrst port of call, The Riverside Hotel.
This establishment provided a good selec#on of ales, with
Saltaire Blonde (4%), Goose Eye Bi!er (3.9%), and Ilkley
Brewery
Mary
Jane (3.5% session
pale ale) being
tried. As it was a
gloriously sunny
day we took the
opportunity to sit
in the outdoor
garden by the
river to enjoy our
beer.
A ﬁve minute stroll
took us to our
next des#na#on, The Flying Duck, home to the Wharfedale
Brewery which is situated at the rear of the pub. The pub
building dates back to the 18th century and the interior shows a
lot of the original stonework, including mullion windows.
Obviously we had to try the Wharfedale beers, and the Best
Bi!er (3.9%), the Blonde (4%), Stoney Sethlar (5%) and IPA
(5.5%) were supped. It is fair to say that the Stoney Sethlar and
the IPA had somewhat ‘unique’ ﬂavours with the Blonde and
Best Bi!er being the more popular brews. Again we were able
to take advantage of the good weather and enjoy our beer
outside on a raised balcony at the rear of the pub overlooking
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A!er another exhaus#ng walk (easily 2 minutes!) we arrived at
The Lister Arms, a quite large open-plan Wetherspoons establishment. The beers of choice here were Holly Roller (5.3%), an
IPA collabora#on that was brewed at Adnams brewery, Roosters London Thunder (4.2%), a porter, and Elland Lucky Dip
(4.7%) a pale ale.
A hundred metres up the road another chance to sit outside
and enjoy the beer and weather was provided at Bar T’at. Here
we enjoyed Nightjar Cut The Mid Drop The Bass (4.2%), Wilde
Child Gimme Smore (5.3%) and Okells MPA (3.6%).
Heading back towards the railway sta#on we arrived at the
Friends of Ham, a micropub in a former shop. Beers sampled
here were Ilkley Mary Jane (3.5%), Kirkstall Break Even (4.6%)
and Black Band Porter (5.5%).
Far diﬀerent in style. the next pub was The Midland Hotel, a
tradi#onal pub with high ceilings and a ceramic #le fronted bar.
Only two beers were sampled here, Brunswick Brewery White
Feather (3.6%) and New Wharf Brewing Co. Pale Ale (4.3%).
Our ﬁnal stop was at The Crescent Inn, which had a very good
selec#on of beers to try. Our choices were Acorn Brewery Old
Moon (4.4), Cwrw Ial Hop Enfawr (5%), Black Sheep Pale (4%),
Stold Fold American Light (3.9) and Kirkstall Pale Ale (4%).
Ilkley is a lovely Yorkshire market town, well worth a visit, with
a good selec#on of pubs and bars selling a good range of real
ales. The general consensus was that The Flying Duck was the
pub of the day, while the following were regarded as the best
beers sampled: Cwrw Ial Hop Enfawr, Kirkstall Break Even,
Roosters London Thunder and New Wharf Brewing Co. Pale Ale.
The good weather and great company made it an excellent day
out and I am sure we will be back (we may even take hats next
#me!) .
Mervyn Barker
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Chesterfield CAMRA
Autumn Pub of the Season 2019

THE PIG AND PUMP

The autumn pub of the season award will be
presented to the Pig and Pump on the
21st November @ 8 pm
Come down and help celebrate with
Danielle and her Team!
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Hebden Bridge: A Tale of Two Soakings
Part One
On our ﬁrst visit earlier in the year heavy rain was forecast, but
a group of us braved the weather and arrived in Hebden
Bridge, where it was certainly wet, with the river near the
railway sta#on very high. We set oﬀ through the nearby park
which was pooling with water, crossed the canal, and walked
up through the town to our ﬁrst port of call.

The Fox and Goose is West Yorkshire’s ﬁrst community pub,
with three ﬂagstone ﬂoored rooms and lots of character. The
beers tried here were Pic#sh Brewers Gold (3.8%), Brass Castle
Blonde (3.9%), Phoenix Brewery West Coast IPA (4.6%), and
Stod Fold Green Bullet, a 4.2% stout.
Having dried oﬀ a li*le, we wandered down to The Old Gate
Bar & Restaurant, which is modern but comfortable, with a
good selec#on of beers and a very impressive long copper
topped bar. We sampled Saltaire Amarillo, a citrusy 4.5%
golden ale, Mallinsons Drama, a 4.4% blonde beer,
Moorhouse’s Blacker Cat, a 4.1% mild ale, and Hawkshead
Windermere Pale, a 3.5% blonde.
Next stop was Drink, a small bo*le shop with a bar to the rear.
Here the beers were Fyne Ales Blooming Brew (4%) and
RedWillow Mirthless (3.9%), both American pales.
Then came Calan’s, Calderdale’s ﬁrst micropub, with a front bar
and sea#ng to the le! and right. The beers were Goose Eye
Over and Stout (5.2%), Blackedge West Coast, a 4.1% blonde ,
Phoenix March Hare, a 4.4% best bi*er.
Further on was Voca!on & Co, Voca#on’s brewery tap,
consis#ng of a single bar with wall-mounted taps oﬀering four
cask ales, the rest being cra! keg. We tried Voca#on Heart &
Soul (4.4%) session IPA , Voca#on Winter Stout (4.8%) and
Humpty Dumpty Li!le Sharpie, a 3.8% best bi*er.
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At this point we were advised that the town was in danger of
ﬂooding, so we headed back to the railway sta#on, where we
were informed that the line was ﬂooded and that if we wanted
to get back we should get on the train that was being sent up
from Leeds, which we did and safely returned home.
Part Two
With bad weather forecast again, three brave souls returned to
Hebden, only to be met with the heavens opening once more.
We had to take shelter under some trees and the road was
soon ﬂooded, but the rain eased and we again made our way to
Voca!on & Co. This #me we tried Voca#on Heart & Soul (4.4%)
session IPA, Voca#on Bread & Bu!er (3.9%) pale, and a
Kirkstall/Buxton joint brew, Lud’s Church (4.2%) pale.
Next was The Crown Inn, which is part of the Old Civic Hall and
has a large open bar. The beer tried was Moorhouse’s White
Witch, a 3.9% pale.
Calan’s micropub, Hebden Bridge
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The White Lion was next. Built in 1657 as Kings Farm, it is
grade 2 listed and backs onto the river and weir. The pub has
various rooms with old maps ,documents and pictures on the
walls. The beer tried was Kirkstall Three Swords, a 4.5%
American pale.
All the pubs are now close together and the next one was The
White Swan, overlooking the ancient bridge. It has a Mock
Tudor interior and is opened out with a polished bar/lounge.
The beers were Darkstar Hophead, a 3.8% pale, and O*er
Brewery Funk & Soul, a 4% golden ale.
Another short walk took us again to Calan’s (see also Part 1),
where we tried Elland Calan’s Pale (4%).
Our ﬁnal pub was Nightjar, a microbar situated at the entrance
of Hebden Bridge Picture House. As well as the room inside it
has a li*le outside sea#ng. The beers sampled were Nightjar
Hebden Hop (3.9%) golden ale and Tiny Rebels Peaches &
Cream, a 5.5% IPA.
Overall both trips were enjoyable despite the weather, and
Hebden Bridge has many diﬀerent types of pubs and bars
catering for all. For me the pub of the ﬁrst trip was The Fox &
Goose, and of the second, The Nightjar. As for the best beers
of the trips I think that is too diﬃcult to say, because of the
#me diﬀerence between each trip.
Len Smith

If you think you would enjoy a day out like this, you
are more than welcome to join us on our next social
event—keep an eye out on Chesterﬁeld and District
CAMRA’s website and Facebook page for
informa"on. Everyone is welcome.
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MATLOCK & DALES CAMRA
MATLOCK SLALOM

On a sunny day in late August a few intrepid Matlock &
Dales CAMRA members set out on a bold quest to visit all
the pubs in Matlock town. Our motive was to introduce
ourselves to the landlords and ensure that their entry in
What Pub was up to date. We delivered the Derby Drinker
and other CAMRA material.
Of course our visit was not complete without tasting the
beers!
Leaving the holiday razzmatazz behind, some of us had to
walk up the very steep hill while others had a level stroll
from home, as we met up in the highest pub. We called it a
‘slalom’ as we zigzagged our way down the hill like skiers
on the snow slopes. (though perhaps not as gracefully).
Duke of Wellington Our first call, and not a pub usually
visited as it specialises in meals. However we had a warm
welcome and a comfortable spot to sit and enjoy our beer.
I was surprised to find a Timothy Taylor Landlord here,
and we all enjoyed our stay.
Thorn Tree This is our Pub of the Year and familiar to us,
again a warm welcome, and I always pause to admire the
spectacular view. A selection of ales meant we all found
something to suit our taste.
Sycamore Inn This pub was closed for a long while, reopening fairly recently, so were able to correct the entry in
What Pub. The imposing fireplace and oldy world feel with
a modern twist made this a comfortable spot to enjoy
some good beer.
Farmacy Formally ‘Stanley’s’, now the Aldwark Artisan
Ales Brewery tap (ale brewed on a farm by a farmer
pharmacist!). We met one of the brewers and enjoyed their
own brew.
Newsroom Formally ‘Armitts’ newspaper shop & beer-off.
As always an enthusiastic welcome, plenty of beers, and
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bottles increasing the choice.
Gate??? Sadly not open so we began our descent. Our
numbers were increasing as more people joined us.
Red Lion Another brewpub, but only supplies beer for itself
so the only place to taste & enjoy ‘Moot Oak’ beer.
We all agreed that we had visited some brilliant pubs, but
having reached level ground it was time to go our respective
ways. No doubt we will be back to visit the rest of Matlock’s
pubs.
Discounts in the Matlock &
Dales CAMRA area

MATLOCK
The Crown, Bakewell Road
(Wetherspoons voucher)
Remarkable Hare, Dale Road

Available on presentation of
your current CAMRA
membership card.

MATLOCK BATH
Fishpond, South Parade

BIRCHOVER
Druids Inn, Main Street
Red Lion, Main Street

WINSTER
Old Bowling Green, East Bank

LocAle pubs in the Matlock
and Dales CAMRA area

Midland (Matlock Bath)
MoCa Bar (Matlock)
Nelson Arms (Middleton by
Wirksworth)
Red Lion (Birchover)
Red Lion (Crich Tramway Village)
Remarkable Hare (Matlock)
Royal Oak (Wirksworth)
Stanley’s Alehouse (Matlock)
Three Stags (Darley Bridge)
Twenty Ten (Matlock)
Whitworth Park (Darley Dale)

Armitts Off Licence (Matlock)
Barley Mow (Bonsall)
Black Swan (Crich)
Boat Inn (Cromford)
Bowling Green (Winster)
Cliff Inn (Crich)
Crown (Matlock)
Devonshire Arms (Beeley)
Druids (Birchover)
Feather Star Alehouse (Wirksworth)
Fishpond (Matlock Bath)
Jug and Glass (Lea)
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MATLOCK & DALES BRANCH DIARY

Branch Meetings
Thursday 14 November: Matlock Bath
Thursday 9 January 2020: Matlock
Tuesday 3 March 2020: Wirksworth

All at 8pm
Socials
Friday 27 December: Twixmas Derby Tour
January 2020: Possible Belper tour
Details on our website, Facebook and Twitter accounts:
www.mad.camra.org.uk/
www.facebook.com/MADCAMRA/
twitter.com/MAD_CAMRA
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JOIN
US!

The fact that you may well be reading this
InnSpire while enjoying a pint of real ale in
your local pub is largely down to the efforts
of CAMRA.

Founded in 1971 by four men from the
north-west who were disillusioned by the
domination of the UK beer market by a
handful of companies pushing products of
low flavour and quality onto the consumer. CAMRA is an
independent voluntary organisation campaigning for real
ale and cider, community pubs and consumer rights.
Today CAMRA has over 190,000 members worldwide, and
is one of Europe’s most successful consumer campaigns.
So why not join today, and become part of a highly
effective organisation?
Well, you may say, in that case the battle must be over –
there’s no need to join. But local pubs continue to
disappear at an alarming rate, and the battle is far from
over.
From as little as £25 a year (less than a pint a month!)
you’ll receive a quarterly copy of BEER magazine and a
monthly colour newspaper, What’s Brewing. There are
also discounts on books and on entry to around 200
beer festivals, as well as various holidays and other
attractions.
Various pubs also offer discounts to CAMRA members,
and each year you’ll receive £20 worth of
Wetherspoons real ale vouchers.
Most importantly, by joining CAMRA you’ll be helping
to make sure that you will still be enjoying real ale in
years to come!
Join online at camra.org.uk OR complete the form
opposite OR contact Mick Portman (membership secretary)
at membershipsecretary@chesterfieldcamra.co.uk
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