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A Word from the Chair
A Happy New Year to all Ale fans!
We have a very busy calendar for the next two months,
including three presentations — Pub of the Year, District
Pub of the Year and Winter Pub of the Season!
Come along and help celebrate with the worthy winners at
their presentations, details will shortly appear in the
Branch Diary at http://chesterfield.camra.org.uk.
We also have to pick our entries for the Good Beer Guide,
please go to the selection meeting on 16 January (see
below) and support your favourite hostelries.
And of course, in February, a certain Beer Festival is
scheduled to take place…...

Darren Siseman

Please send any letters, pub news or articles
to Nick James, the editor, at:

innspireeditor@chesterfieldcamra.co.uk
(DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:
MONDAY 11 FEBRUARY)

Forthcoming CAMRA BRANCH MEETINGS
Thursday 9 January, 8.30pm: The Speedwell
(Staveley)
Thursday 16 January 8pm: Good Beer Guide
meeting at The Pig and Pump
Thursday 13 February, 8.30pm: The Nags Head
(Newbold)
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Pubs giving CAMRA discount and other loyalty
type arrangements
Below is a list of pubs offering discount to CAMRA
members and other types of loyalty arrangements. If
you know of any we’ve not included please email us:
lensmith11@btinternet.com or mervyn994@btinternet.com
All Saints Tap (Chesterfield): 15% discount on production
of CAMRA membership card.
Brimming with Beer (Brimington): 50p per pint discount
on cask beer for CAMRA members every Wednesday.
Burlington (Chesterfield). 20p per pint discount on
production of CAMRA membership card.
Crafty Dog (Brampton): 20p per pint discount for CAMRA
members, plus a free pint when they sign up for a loyalty
card.
Derby Tup (Whittington Moor): 20p per pint, 10p per half,
discount for card carrying CAMRA members.
Glassworks (Whittington Moor): beer of the week at
£2.50.
Jaceys (Whittington Moor): 10p per pint and 5p per half
pint on production of current CAMRA membership card.
Lockoford Inn (Tapton). 10% discount on production of
CAMRA membership card.
Nags Head (Newbold): £2.30 per pint on Tuesday night;
15 pence per pint discount for CAMRA members.
Ours (Cresswell): buy a half, get it made up to a pint for
free on production of CAMRA membership card.
Peacock (Brampton): 20 pence per pint discount on cask
ales on Tuesdays.
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Pig and Pump (Chesterfield): 10 pence per pint, 5p per
half, discount for CAMRA members.
Rectory (Chesterfield): 20 pence per pint, 10 pence per
half on production of CAMRA membership card.
Rykneld Turnpike (Clay Cross): £2 per pint on selected
ales and Stowford Press cider, also selected gins with a
free measure of the house tonic on Tuesdays.
Shoulder of Mutton (Hallfieldgate): 10 pence per pint, 5
pence per half on production of CAMRA membership
card.
Smithy Pond (Wingerworth): 10% discount on production
of CAMRA membership card.
Tap House (Brampton): Three real ales reduced to £2 per
pint every Tuesday.
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PUB NEWS…
RED LION, SHIRLAND
The Red Lion has new owners,
Jane and Rick, and offers three
real ales, one of which is always
from a local brewery.
SPREAD EAGLE
This historic Grade II listed public
house has reopened after having
been sympathetically refurbished
inside and out.
Autumn Pub of the Season 2019
PIG N PUMP

The presentation of the award took place in
November and was well attended by CAMRA
members. Congratulations to Danielle and her
team.
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Lincoln Imps
A big thank you to Len and Mervyn for organising another
social outing for us to enjoy. On Saturday 16th November
seven imps met at Chesterfield station. After changing to
a two carriage train at Sheffield we stopped at Worksop
where five more imps joined the group. On leaving the
station at Lincoln we noticed the new bus station opposite
and decided to take the bus to the top of the city.
However, this involved around a 12 minutes wait, so five
imps decided to walk to the top via The Strait and Steep
Hill. The five arrived at our first stop, The Victoria (by the
west castle entrance) a while before the seven ‘busketeers’. A traditional old pub and a good starting point.
There were no dark ales available on this occasion. The
group sampled Nethergate's Stour Valley Gold (4.2%);
Brewster's Marquis (3.8%), Robinsons Trooper (4.7%)
and Bateman's XB (3.7%). This was the only place to offer
CAMRA discount except for the last stop at
Wetherspoons.
The Victoria
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Round behind The Victoria we found The Strugglers,
founded in 1838. Again there were no dark ales available.
Every wall and ceiling was covered in beer pump badges
in this small traditional cosy pub. Seven hand pulls are
available. Here we tried Ossett's Yorkshire Blonde (3.9%);
Timothy Taylor's Knowle Spring (4.3%); Butcombe's Original (5.5%); Mr Grundy's Brewery Lord Kitchener (5.5%)
and Welbeck's Smashing Pumpkins (5.7%).
The bar person suggested we try the Duke William Hotel.
This turned out to be more of a restaurant so we walked
on down Steep Hill to The Crafty Bottle shop and micropub in a converted shop in The Strait. We were made very
welcome and sat ourselves down in the upstairs lounge.
We were the largest group she had had visit this friendly
and well stocked venue. Lincolnshire Brewing's Winter's
Ale (4.8%) (at last a dark ale) and Friendly Rottweiller
(4.5%); Bass Milestone (4.8%) and Welbeck's Cocoa Noel
(5.5%) (another dark) were tried here.
The Crafty Bottle
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After a short walk we entered our fourth venue, The Strait
and Narrow, a lively, large venue with a great selection of
options, not just beer. Blue Monkey's Plum Stout (4.9%);
Boom Juice (3.6%) by Mobberley Brewing and Belle Vue's
Kriek (5.2%). It was good to see that the centre was busy
and thriving.
Our next stop involved a short walk down The Strait to The
Cardinal's Hat. This is another lively, busy venue, where
we tried Adnams’ Mosaic Pale (4.1%) (a citrus flavoured
favourite with Mervyn); Ratberry Porter (4.6%) by Rat
Brewery; Tom Brown's Lincoln Gold (4.0%); Dreams of
Cascadia (4.9%) by Wilde Child Brewery; Horncastle
Brewery's Lilith's Lust (4.1%) and for a change from my
usual dark ales I tried Orchard Pig's ginger and chilli
infused cider, Maverick (4%), which was smooth and tasty
and a refreshing change. The flavours were subtle rather
than strong.
We left the centre and made our way to the quieter and
more traditional Joiner's Arms. Here there were eight
hand pulls and we tried Cooper’s Hill Brewery’s Seven
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Hills (4.2%); Nettle Thrasher Best Bitter (4.4%) by Elland
Brewery and Abbey Ales’ Bath Bellringer (4.2%). This is
allegedly the only place in Lincoln with a bar billiards
table.
Now we walked to the waterfront, and came across The
Square Sail, a small Wetherspoons which surprisingly
offered us little choice.
We therefore moved on to The Royal William IV. Rat
Brewery’s White Rat (4.8%); Bill's Brayford Brew by Ferry
Ales Brewery (3.8%). At this point five imps left for the
train home.
The remaining seven moved on to The Mail Box.
Pheasantry's Dancing Dragonfly (5%) and Beermats
Brewing Ultimate (4.9%). were tasted.
We then went to our ninth and last stop, The Ritz. This is
the larger Wetherspoons in Lincoln. Very busy and noisy.
We tried Home Ales’ Little John Strong Ale (4.8%);
Lincolnshire's Cheeky Imp (4.6%), and Light Hearted Ale
by Bells Brewing (3.7%).
We arrived at the station to find we had missed our
planned train by a minute or two so had to wait an hour for
the next train home. Four took an alternative route via
Nottingham. A very enjoyable trip with varied venues in
this busy small city. Well worth a trip.
My personal favourite this time was the Winter's Ale at
The Crafty Bottle, with its cinnamon and juniper flavours.

If you think you would enjoy a day out like this, you
are more than welcome to join us on our next social
event—keep an eye out on Chesterﬁeld and District
CAMRA’s website and Facebook page for
informa%on. Everyone is welcome.
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Spireites Sprouting in Brussels
Brussels is famous for chocolates, the Manneken Pis and the
EU and, of course, beer. It has a decent selection of well known
central bars, but many have grown a little complacent and have
failed to move with the times and the ever-changing beer scene.
Just over a year ago a ‘new kid on the block’ appeared, one
with an angle unique in Belgium.
You need to venture away from the Grand Place to the Forest
suburb. From Midi-station take tram 82 or bus 49-50 for 5 stops
to Wiels. It's then a three minute walk to 109 Rue Pierre
Decoster, the home of the Dekkera. The name ‘Dekkera’, by
the way, is derived from Dekkera Bruxellensis - a yeast key to
the brewing of lambic beers by wild fermentation, historically
typical of South Brussels where the bar is based.
No Stella, Duvel or Jupiler on offer here… Sylvain Lecomte had
the idea of creating something very different. Only beers
sourced from independent breweries within a 200km radius of
the venue are stocked. Before the bar opened Sylvain visited
every one of these breweries - that even sneak across the
Dutch, French and German borders - chatted to the brewers
and got an understanding of their philosophy. The breweries
also have to produce less than 10,000 hl per annum to qualify.
Such a stance was brave but it's now starting to pay off.
Dekkera is open every day (apart from Monday) from 4pm and
attracts a growing clientele in an up-and-coming area of
Brussels that is seen as cool but not quite trendy. Off-sales for
beers, that very often are available nowhere else in the capital,
are flourishing, and come 6pm the deceptively roomy bar starts
to buzz as a changing range of draught beers complements the
stunning bottle selection. Check out their Facebook site* for
details of tasting evenings, but it doesn't have to be a special
occasion to visit because your welcome will be warm whenever
you arrive and you'll undoubtedly want to return to a bar that
you'll feel you got to before the tourists took away its charm.
*Facebook: Dekkera, la Bièrerie du quartier Wiels
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To justify inclusion in this production it just so happens that
Sylvain is a Chesterfield FC supporter (what a burden) who,
along with several of his friends, created the Belgian Spireites
group when they were at university in Brussels and have
regularly driven or flown over for several games a season; in
fact they spent the last weekend in December 2018 taking in
Chesterfield's fixture at Torquay and enjoying the Devon
Riviera in winter. They make so many visits to the UK that local
CAMRA member Howard Borrell organised a very enjoyable
group visit from Chesterfield a couple of months ago to redress
the balance.

Chesterfield CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2020

THE NEPTUNE

16

17

Chesterfield CAMRA
Winter Pub of the Season 2019

THE TUPTON TAP

Congratulations to the Tupton Tap, Chesterfield &
District CAMRA Winter Pub of the Season.
The presentation of the award will take place in
January on a date to be confirmed. Keep an eye
out for the date in the branch diary (see http://
chesterfield.camra.org.uk).
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MATLOCK & DALES CAMRA
WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE
Like everywhere else we have not been enjoying any
autumnal sunshine. Matlock has had more than its share
of rain resulting in flooding the town centre and other
places along the River Derwent.
Many homes and businesses have been flooded and our
thoughts have been with these people.
Two pubs that we know of have been flooded.
The Crown at Matlock is a Wetherspoons pub and will be
closed for several months while it is dried out and
refurbished. This will displace lots of regulars as well as
not being available to fill one’s water bottle, have a quick
coffee, fill up with food as well as enjoy the beer.
Square & Compass Darley Bridge. This is directly next
to the river and has recently had new landlords.
Angie Corby
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Discounts in the Matlock &
Dales CAMRA area

MATLOCK
The Crown, Bakewell Road
(Wetherspoons voucher)
Remarkable Hare, Dale Road

Available on presentation of
your current CAMRA
membership card.

MATLOCK BATH
Fishpond, South Parade

BIRCHOVER
Druids Inn, Main Street
Red Lion, Main Street

WINSTER
Old Bowling Green, East Bank

LocAle pubs in the Matlock
and Dales CAMRA area

Midland (Matlock Bath)
MoCa Bar (Matlock)
Nelson Arms (Middleton by
Wirksworth)
Red Lion (Birchover)
Red Lion (Crich Tramway Village)
Red Lion (Matlock Green)
Remarkable Hare (Matlock)
Royal Oak (Wirksworth)
Stanley’s Alehouse (Matlock)
Three Stags (Darley Bridge)
Twenty Ten (Matlock)
Whitworth Park (Darley Dale)

Armitts Off Licence (Matlock)
Barley Mow (Bonsall)
Black Swan (Crich)
Boat Inn (Cromford)
Bowling Green (Winster)
Cliff Inn (Crich)
Crown (Matlock)
Devonshire Arms (Beeley)
Druids (Birchover)
Feather Star Alehouse (Wirksworth)
Fishpond (Matlock Bath)
Jug and Glass (Lea)

MATLOCK & DALES BRANCH DIARY

Branch Meetings etc.
January: possible Belper Tour
Thursday 9 January 8pm: Matlock
Tuesday 3 March 8pm: Wirksworth.
Please check website, Twitter or Facebook for more information.
www.mad.camra.org.uk/ www.facebook.com/MADCAMRA/
twitter.com/MAD_CAMRA
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JOIN
US!

The fact that you may well be reading this
InnSpire while enjoying a pint of real ale in
your local pub is largely down to the efforts
of CAMRA.

Founded in 1971 by four men from the
north-west who were disillusioned by the
domination of the UK beer market by a
handful of companies pushing products of
low flavour and quality onto the consumer. CAMRA is an
independent voluntary organisation campaigning for real
ale and cider, community pubs and consumer rights.
Today CAMRA has over 190,000 members worldwide, and
is one of Europe’s most successful consumer campaigns.
So why not join today, and become part of a highly
effective organisation?
Well, you may say, in that case the battle must be over –
there’s no need to join. But local pubs continue to
disappear at an alarming rate, and the battle is far from
over.
From as little as £25 a year (less than a pint a month!)
you’ll receive a quarterly copy of BEER magazine and a
monthly colour newspaper, What’s Brewing. There are
also discounts on books and on entry to around 200
beer festivals, as well as various holidays and other
attractions.
Various pubs also offer discounts to CAMRA members,
and each year you’ll receive £20 worth of
Wetherspoons real ale vouchers.
Most importantly, by joining CAMRA you’ll be helping
to make sure that you will still be enjoying real ale in
years to come!
Join online at camra.org.uk OR complete the form
opposite OR contact Mick Portman (membership secretary)
at membershipsecretary@chesterfieldcamra.co.uk
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